
St. James Catholic Church 
309 S Stewart Road, Liberty MO 64068 

Office (816) 781-4343  Fax (816) 792-8691 
School (816) 781-4428  

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-11:00am         
On the web @ www.stjames-liberty.org 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/stjamesliberty/ 

Mass Schedule:   

Weekdays: Monday - Friday, 8:15am  

Saturday,  5:00pm 

Sunday, 8:00am and 10:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:                                              
Saturday 4pm and Anytime by request 

            Saint James Catholic Community                                                                               
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

August 2, 2020 
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God  Church  Community 
Together We Can Do Great Things 

The Hand of the Lord  feeds us;   
       He answers all our needs. 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/stjamesliberty/


 

Rev. Mike Roach, Pastor .............................. x201 
 frmike@stjames-liberty.org 

Rev. Michael Volkmer, C.PP.S, ...... 816-883-2550 

 Senior Priest in Residence  

Deacon Chuck Koesterer  
 chuck@stjames-liberty.org 

Katie Klassen, Finance/ Bookkeeper ............ x220 
 Katie@stjames-liberty.org 

Jim Newell, Operations Manager .................. x204 
 jim.newell@stjames-liberty.org 

Danny Baker, Dir of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
 danny@stjames-liberty.org ....................... x207 

Lori Tajchman, Dir of Religious Ed Ministry 
      lori.tajchman@stjames-liberty.org  ............x208  

Denise Whelan, Dir of Youth Ministry .............x210  
 denise.whelan@stjames-liberty.org  

Sandy Gagnon, Dir of Christian Initiation Ministry 
        sandy.gagnon@stjames-liberty.org ......... x206 

Jennifer Smith, School Principal ................... x213 
 jennifer.smith@stjames-school.org 

Daryl Ann Sweetland, Office Manager ......... x200 
 daryl.sweetland@stjames-liberty.org 

Kirsten Maggi, Office Assistant  .....................x202  
 kirsten.maggi@stjames-liberty.org 

Judy Keisling, Bulletin Editor/Website .......... x205 
 bulletin@stjames-liberty.org 

Cecilia Richardson, Pastoral Associate 
 cecilia@stjames-liberty.org ...................... x203 

Pastoral Council:  
Julie Harman, Chair 
 julieharman@remax.net 810-4888 
Louis Angles  
 langles57@gmail.com 377-2884  
Arsenio "RC" Arciga 
 Mylibertyspark@yahoo.com 898-3614 
Dan Bacon 
 bacon.dan324@gmail.com       589-7958 
Steve Gregoire 
 sgregoire@ntst.com 916-2034 
Libby Hernandez 
 libbyannehernandez@gmail.com  877-6181 
Hugo Mendoza 
 kchugomendoza@gmail.com  913-278-9113 
Marla Neal 
  3mneal@gmail.com 500-9532 
Kevin Nordhues 
  knordhuesclan@aol.com 718-2820 
Patrick Schaub 
 patrickcschaub@gmail.com 876-6771 

Our Pastoral Team 
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We, the community of St. James, are a prayerful and                 
Eucharistic people who treasure our Catholic traditions. 

We strive to grow in our faith by being good stewards of the 
gifts God has given us; sharing God’s truth with all.  

As the Body of Christ, we are called to love and serve every-
one, especially the marginalized, with joy and hospitality. 

Mission Statement 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse 
in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect 
sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 
 currently under the age of 18), and 
2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected                 
sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe 
Crayon, at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if the abuse involves a 
priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.  

 The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources 
to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact the Victim Advocate, 
Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more 
information.  

Religious Education Registration                
will be available                                            

on-line and in the Parish Office                   
next week. 

Dear St James parishioners, 

We are currently facing some challenges 
as a nation, but also as a parish commu-
nity. One challenge is the mandate from 
county health officials, recently updated 
due to the rapid increase in the number 
of cases and hospitalizations, that we all 
wear masks when we come in close contact with each 
other, especially indoors. 

At St James, we have tried to follow the guidelines while 
being aware that there would naturally be resistance to 
any stricture that was not seen as absolutely necessary 
or explicitly required. As time has passed and scientists 
have learned more about how this virus is transmitted 
and how it affects our more vulnerable parishioners, re-
moving face masks while seated is no longer something 
that in good conscience we can continue to support as 
“safe enough” to keep parishioners healthy. While we 
absolutely honor each person’s ability to make decisions 
for themselves, we, as followers of Jesus Christ, must 
always hold in high regard the concerns of the weaker 
among us. The virus has proven to be highly contagious 
and quickly transmitted via airborne particles/droplets.  

With this knowledge, we cannot in good conscience de-
fend the removal of face masks inside our buildings. We 
would ask that while you are in the pews, you keep your 
mask on as a sign of your respect and care for those 
around you. This also applies to any time spent in prayer 
in our chapel for Adoration on Thursdays. We are chal-
lenged to offer up the momentary discomfort as a small 
penance and a way to show God’s love to all whom we 
encounter.   

A Message From Fr. Mike 
Thank You For Wearing Your Mask At All Times 

mailto:Singwithmisslori@gmail.com
mailto:gene.gagnon@gmail.com
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Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Sat 4pm until finished; any time requested. 
Sacrament of Baptism:  
Baptismal Preparation Classes: Once a month 
Contact Kirsten Maggi in the parish office, ext. 202 or 
kirsten.maggi@stjames-liberty.org  
Religious Education: For Preschool through adult  
spiritual development, please notify office of needs. 
New Parishioners: Please register at the parish office.  

                        We Welcome You! 

 St. James School: PS-8th grade offered. 
Call the School Office, to inquire, 781-4428 

Sacrament of Marriage: 9 months advance notice 

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the parish office. 

To Schedule an event in our Parish Facility:  

email daryl.sweetland@stjames-liberty.org  

or call Daryl in the Parish Office. 

All Bulletin articles must be submitted by Monday 
12Noon to: bulletin@stjames-liberty.org  

Contact Info 

Mass Intentions 

Our prayer support is with …  

Debbie Ludwig and family and friends 
on the death of her grandmother                             

Bea Stallbaumer who passed away            
on July 24. 

Rose Mary White and Ray Graskemper 
and their families and friends on the 
death of Diane Geten, Rose Mary's 

daughter and Ray's sister, who passed 
away on July 21.   

Jeff and Rachel Richardson and family 
and friends on the death of Jeff's    

father who passed away on July 21. 

May the healing  hand of our Lord      
Jesus be felt by all who are coping                 
with grief and missing loved ones.  

 

From the Pastor’s Pen 
Each time we enter our St. James Church our eyes focus on the 
large and beautiful mural of the Transfiguration behind the altar. It 
was chosen to be a special way to honor our parish patron, St. 
James. As reported in Mt. 17,1-9, Jesus took Peter, James, and 
John with him to a mountain, usually identified as Mount Tabor, 
where He was transfigured in their presence. Two others appear at 
the side of Jesus, Moses and Elijah, suggesting that Jesus is the 
fulfillment of the law and the prophets. I mention this account be-
cause the feast of the Transfiguration is celebrated in the Universal 
Catholic Church family this Thursday, August 6. 

St. Thomas Aquinas considered the Transfiguration as the "greatest 
of miracles.” The scene depicts the meeting place of the temporal 
and the eternal, Jesus as the bridge that unites heaven and earth.  
Jesus teaches that all disciples are called to share in that heavenly 
glory. The voice of the heavenly Father confirms our faith: “This is 
my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” So 
our path to sharing in that glory is by our listening, which infers that 
we act on the good news that we hear. Each time we look at the 
mural we ask the Lord to help us to be faithful to that call. 

St. James had the privilege of being present to the glorified Lord 
and received the call to go forth, proclaiming the Word of God to all 
who would open their hearts to receive the Word, Jesus. As mem-
bers of St. James Parish, we can call upon our patron saint to help 
us, not only as individuals, but as members of this community of 
faith. Our task is not only to listen to the Word, as the heavenly 
Father commanded, but to give witness to that Word to all that we 
encounter. 

I have been blessed to journey through the Holy Land, visiting the 
sites associated with the life and ministry of Jesus. One of the 
places that I visited was Mount Tabor, where the Franciscans have 
built and maintain a beautiful church where the Transfiguration is 
commemorated. For many centuries, pilgrims have come to this 
site to remember and honor the appearance of the glorified Lord 
and to pray for perseverance of faith so that they would one day 
share in that glory. As we enter into the spirit of the feast this 
Thursday, let us thank God for our church, our parish, and the 
patronage of St. James. 

My prayers are with you each day.  

Fr. Michael 

Week of August 3 - August 9 

Monday    
  8:15am  Victor Fonseca 

Tuesday  St. John Vianney  
 8:15am  Helen & Frank                  
     Kasparbauer 

Wednesday   
 8:15am  Lilia Anterola 
    Bartolome Anterola 

Thursday      Transfiguration of the Lord 
   8:15pm  Jim Nichols 

Friday   
   8:15pm      Fr Vincent Capodanno MM 

Saturday  St. Dominic  
 5:00pm  Frank Kromeich 

Sunday   
   8:00am        Daniel Styhl 

 10:30am  Harry Woltkamp 

    Alex Bruening 
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Daily I receive emails, tele-
phone calls, and texts asking 
“How are you doing?”  Gener-
ally I say fine but that really is 
not true. I do not feel fine.  I 
feel anxious, disappointed, at 
times discouraged, frustrated, 
exhausted, and yes, angry. 

Perhaps you are experiencing some of these same feel-
ings. So many I communicate with feel much the same, 
from the very old (my mom who is 101), to younger adults 
(my grandson is 24), and even children. I also know I am 
not alone experiencing feelings of helplessness. What can 
I do to alleviate these feelings and help others? 

As you may know my 12 years of post-secondary edu-
cation were spent studying and doing research in chemis-
try and microbiology. I was engaged in trying to under-
stand and elucidate both the benefits and harmful effects 
of microorganisms. During my studies and for nearly 30 
years after receiving my Ph.D. I taught these subjects to 
college students preparing to enter medical professions. 
During that time I always emphasized the importance of 
infection control and how what might appear to be a sim-
ple task, such as handwashing, was in reality one of the 
primary means of controlling the spread of infectious 
disease. You may be asking, “What is your point?” 

One of the primary causes of the feelings I listed above is 
rooted in the fact that so many people are not following 
the simple advice given by health professionals, the steps 
to prevent or at least minimize the spread of Covid19: do 
not leave the safety of your home except when necessary, 
avoid large crowds, social distance as much as possible, 
wash your hands, and properly wear a mask. Not one of 
these recommendations is difficult to follow and they are 
directed at the common good. These are recommenda-
tions we can all follow (even though there might be a slight 
inconvenience), and will benefit many. 

My feelings also stem from listening to voices espousing 
personal freedom and “all lives matter,” yet who also re-
fuse to follow these guidelines. I do not believe I can be 
pro-life, state that all live is sacred, and simultaneously 
refuse to follow guidelines for preventing needless infec-
tion of the vulnerable and there is of course the fact with 
Covid19 we simply do not know who is vulnerable. I may 
feel well and still be infected, carrying the possibility of 
spreading this disease to anyone. By refusing to follow 
infection control guidelines, such as wearing a mask when 
I am in public, I put other, sacred lives at risk. 

My feelings are real and not exaggerated. I can not do 
much, but I can wear a mask when I am in the presence 
of other human beings. As a microbiologist I know I take 
no risk in wearing a mask, but I truly put others at risk 
when I fail to do so. As adults let’s not ask more of our 
school-children than of ourselves. 

Your Sister in Christ,  Sandy Gagnon 

Someone is Watching and Wondering  

Recycling Ended At St. James 

Effective immediately, please do not bring 
bringing items to be recycled                                           

to our St. James campus. 
 

The recycle bins on the south side of the property 
have been removed as the expense of having them 
on site has become cost prohibitive.  

Soon, the attractive wooden fence will be removed. 
The area will be landscaped and the fence will be 
repurposed and used elsewhere on our campus. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

STOP 

Do You Know?   
PART TIME HANDYMAN NEEDED 

We have an immediate part time opening (20 hours)  
for a reliable Handyman to assist our maintenance 
team at St. James School and Church. 

Applicants should have some skills in light electri-
cal, plumbing, painting, etc., be knowledgeable in 
performing preventive maintenance tasks on a 
regular basis and be able to occasionally help move 
tables, miscellaneous material and ladders. 

If interested, please call Jim Newell at 816-289-7994, 
or, email Jim at jim.newell@stjames-liberty.org.  

Must be able to pass a background check to work 
on the Church/School staff. 

Jim Newell, Operations ManagerJim Newell, Operations ManagerJim Newell, Operations Manager   
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We Pray to our Lord Jesus for healing  
Ron Shinkle 
Pat Vertovec 
Michael Ruiz 

Jolynn Distasio 
Kathy Peters 

Helen 
Pete Gardner 
Dan Habiger 

George Katzer 
Mauricia O'Brien  

Carol O'Brien  
Janet Ward & Jeff 

Julie Miller 
James Filippe 
Alicia  Paredes 

Mike Mall 
Bob Pezlman 

Jack & Sue Schwarz 
George Polsdofer 

Patty Larson 
Denise W. 

David Roach 
Marina 

James Gubera 
Tina Helm 

Hazel Lewis 
Dan Tomc 

Laurie Beach 
Rachel Johnson 
Wanda Finnigan 
Geralyn Hosticka 

Beth Atwater 
David Butel & Family 

Eric Cummings 
Ciara Davis 

Pat Neibergall-Timm 
Brian Akers 

Janice Brimer 
Audria Martin 
Jose Torres 
Erma Brecht 

Dan & Bibi Chadwick 
Pat Aten 

John Vrocato 
John Barrington 
Donnie Smith 

Eddie & Teresa Rogers 
Philip Pernice 

Don Taylor 
Leo Oberfoel  
Kai Bennett 
Nick Peters 

Dwain Jones 
Joanna Mooney 

Desmond Arciga-Quenga 
Colette 

Kathleen Amos 
Frances Parker 
Michelle Bacus 

Gabrielle 
Brian Glaser 
Baby Brooke 

Anna Kain 
Mark Schweitzer 
Jennifer Goens 

Lucy Arthur 
Fr. Joe Miller 
Bill Kirwan 

Jamie Martin 

Stivers Family 
Deacon Bud  

Jackson Erwin 
Pat Carey & Family 

Gavin McKenna 
James Fulton 

Helen Szczech                 
Angie Parnacott 
Eddie Campbell 

Joe Witherow, Jr. 
Ricky Gisi, Jr. 
Adam McCray 

 Melissa Andrasik 
Randi Arness 

Tom Biggs 
Diana Marchisio 

Wilfredo Crespo, Jr. 
Sandra Hensley 

Rachelle Pomfrey 
Ron & Peggy Pettz 

Paul Gossett 
Julie Rush 

John & Susan-Kelly Corsione 
Tony & Jo’s Family 
Colleen Kearney 

Walter Ruby 
Lynn & Monica Nelson 

Ricky Deese 
Michael Amos 
Alice Hosticka 
Hannah Taylor 
Carol Rakoczy 

Ellen Wentz 
Rodriguez Family 

Ralph & Jan Peters 
Scott Neibergall 
Bob Leonardo 

Margo Eastland 
 Adalina Simmons 

Margie Myers 
Jean and Richard Jackson 

Steve Decker 
Linda Smith 

Pamela & James Anderson 
Travis Shay 

Barbara Meigs 
Tony and Tet So 

Travis & Sarah Shay 
Julie Sildeck 
Stan Carver 

The Curiel Family 
Reba & Debra Sutlief 

Alice Rusch 
Hanna Carver 

Monica Barrington 
Anna Jackson 

Kari & Jesse Rainey 
Louise Andrasik 
 Barbara Fortier 
Barb Schwery 

Nichole Stewart 
Doug Schuster 

Adolph Barringhaus 
Kelly Gentrup 
Denny Farrell 
Nancy Carr 

The Hollomon Family 
 Trivino Family 

 Jacke & Enike Hayes 

Jeanette and Roberta Casel 
Catherine Finley 
Loren Wolken 
 Carla George 
Sue McKnight 
Kyle Sellmeyer 

 Margarita Mendoza Family 
Bob Hedrick 

Marie Brancato 
Rich Curasi 

Tricia Kauffman 
Bob Roach 

John Brocato 
Barbara (Roach) Still 

Debbie Pickett 
Kathleen Haines 

John Phannenstiel 
Mike Sheeley  
Rick George 

 Saree Morely 
 Christy Mock 
John Findlay 

Duane Sander 
 Mattie Mae Weaver 

Troy Cronkite 
June Bender 

 Matt Biskup Family 
Kim Lackey 
Pam Fink 

John Nausea 
Bill Roach, Jr. 

Jacob & Dana Lansford 
Roberta McCallum 

Keith Newman 
Gary Andrew Reese 

Emma Shay 
Joseph Greenwald 

Sam Porter 
Mary Alice Worth       
Amy Villarreal 

Lori & Sam Dale 
Mary Kaye Masnado   

Louie & Carole Bussjaeger  
John Amaro 

Randy Baumert 
Jackie Plack Pelling 

 Kennedy Noel Holcumbrink 

Rita Lowe / Megan 
Tony V. Sr.  

Deric DeMasi 
 Sarah Rupp 
 Chris Alvey 

Carol Yeager Laplant 
Patrick O’Neill 

 John McMahon 
 Eddie Ansalmo 
Les VanBibber 
 Maria Giannelli 

   Kenadee Gallagher  
Shawn Adkins 

Jason Robinson  
Leah Biskup Coady  
Olivia Hernandez 

Darleen Farnan Kenny  
 Laura Ann DiGiovanna  

Robert Doleshal  
Jersey & James Hicks 

Please notify us to remove your name 
from our prayer lists when it is time.  

In respect of HIPAA we will add names           
to the prayer list only by request of the 

person or immediate family. 

Birthdays this week: Today we celebrate all               
that you with God’s help, have accomplished. 

Catherine Boos 
Tristan Dorsey 
Donna Gardner 
Troy Halter 
April Kelly 
Christian Kuchta 
Mitzi Phelan 
Leo Russo 
Ruth Woltkamp 
Olivia Zimmerman 
Jacqueline Ballard 
Lilian Brown 
Michael Delany 
Gianna Elizalde 
Benjamin Hess 
Tamara Johnson 
Abigail Kopp 
Allison McDonald 
Martha McNerney 
Benjamin Talbott 
Irma Almaraz 
Carlos Campos 
Hadley Cotton 
Anthony Frizzo 
Jared Gastner 

Elizabeth Grelinger 
Andrew Hand 
Erica Hayes 
Kenneth Marrs 
Mardelynn Mason 
London Mathes 
Patrick McCarthy 
James Richardson 
Carla Stauffer 
Parker Zimmerman 
Josephine Biggs 
Rebecca Brown 
Jason Chester 
Cathie Habiger 
Fr. Mike Roach 
John Bailey 
Sebastian Duran-
 Arias 
Yonda Grant 
Joseph Hobbs 
Virginia Kerns 
Tyler Lind 
Devlin McCarthy 
Will McKay 
Anthony Meyers 

Davis Rockers 
Frank Vertovec 
Laura Bigler 
Xavier Campos 
Pamela Finn 
Morgan Heutinck 
Jessica Jimenez 
Lucinda Ramsey 
Julie Sharkey 
Benjamin 
 Steinbauer 
Marcy Streich 
Donald Taylor 
Ashton Wiederholt 
Brenna Behrens 
Stanley Grosdidier 
JoAnn Higgins 
Drue Kliewer 
Mackey Kliewer 
Clarence Mckay 
Thomas O'Brien 
Briella Simpson 
Mary Tajchman 
Juanita Thornton 
Coltor Zamora 

Congratulations to the 45 children who 
received First Holy Communion this 

past week. At baptism, the parents of 
these children committed to raising 

them in the faith so that we can now 
welcome them to our Eucharistic Table! 

Emiliano Daniel Alcala 
Giavonna Rose Amaro 
Jack Frederick Arens 

Melanie Jane Behrens 
Anastasia Bischoff 

James Blanck 
Elizabeth Marie Brown 

Charlie Campbell 
Katelyn Ann Diegel 

Dominic Falkner 
Harper Marie Fortman 

Mason George 
Payton Leigh Godfrey 

Amanda Joy Grote 
Emsley Hanson 

Samuel Hernandez 
Hayden Hlavacek 

Jordyn Elena Howerton 
Connor Hurt 

Drue Travis Michael Kliewer 
Mackey Laughlin Kliewer 

Kayla Beth Lawson 
Liam Lewis 

Sophie Marie Lienhop 
Emma Grace Lollar 

Kellen James McCabe 
Brody Millhouse 

Natalie Jean Murphy 
Kelvin Osorno 

Nolan Scott Powell 
Giavincia Reyes 

Emma Claire Schmidt 
Leah Scott 

Ethan Daniel Shaver 
Ava Rose Spencer 

Kaitlyn Rose Sprung 
Maggie Stipanovich 

Harper Monroe Streich 
Maya Catherine Tebbenkamp 

Landon Francis Warner 
Connor Lee Werth 

Myles Daryl Williams 
Kaleb Winfrey 

Franklin Neal Worboys 
Isha Simone Yap 
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H.O.P.E. / SCRIP GIFT CARD NEWS 

                       Back to School Items -  Tax Free Weekend: August 7 - 9 

Did you know that the Back to School Season is the 2nd largest selling season for retailers?  

This means that prices for back to school items, whether it be school supplies, clothing, and 
shoes, are incredibly competitive this time of year. 

And, what’s even better is that this coming Friday, Saturday, and Sunday (Aug. 7 - 9), no sales 
tax will be charged on certain “back to school” items. 

Here’s what qualifies: any article of clothing/shoes $100 or less per item, school supplies up to $50 per item; com-
puter  software up to $350; personal computers up to $1,500, and computer peripheral devices $1,500 or less. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  We have HOPE gift cards in stock for most of the stores where you’ll likely shop – whether it’s Walmart,  
Penny’s, Target, TJ Maxx, Kohl's, Office Depot, Best Buy, HyVee, or Price Chopper – we have them all. 

With school starting very soon, here are 4 things to do right now to get ready for the fall term: 

1 - Take an inventory of what your kids already have.  

2 - Make a list of what you need to buy. 

3 -  Buy HOPE Gift Cards for all of the stores where you plan to shop. 

4 -  Go shopping and save while the sales are still running, prices are low, and                               
your purchases will be tax free 

On August 4, Missouri Votes To Expand MedicadeOn August 4, Missouri Votes To Expand MedicadeOn August 4, Missouri Votes To Expand Medicade   

The Missouri Catholic Conference, in an effort to 
uphold the dignity of the human person in accord 
with Catholic social teaching, is lending its support 
to Amendment 2 on Missouri's August 4 ballot. 

Amendment 2 is a ballot initiative which would 
expand Missouri’s Medicaid program to provide 
health insurance coverage to low-income Missouri 
citizens currently living without it. 

Bishop James V. Johnston, Jr. of the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph joins the other bishops of 
the Missouri Catholic Conference in support of 
Amendment 2.  
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