
St. James Catholic Church 
309 S Stewart Road, Liberty MO 64068 

Office (816) 781-4343  Fax (816) 792-8691 
School (816) 781-4428  

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-11:00am         
On the web @ www.stjames-liberty.org 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/stjamesliberty/ 

Mass Schedule:   

Weekdays: Monday - Friday, 8:15am  

Saturday,  5:00pm 

Sunday, 8:00am and 10:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:                                              
Saturday 4pm and Anytime by request 

            Saint James Catholic Community                                                                               
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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God  Church  Community 
Together We Can Do Great Things 

O Lord, let all the nations                                  
 praise You!     Psalm 67  

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/stjamesliberty/


 

Rev. Mike Roach, Pastor ............................... x201 
 frmike@stjames-liberty.org 

Rev. Michael Volkmer, C.PP.S, ...... 816-883-2550 

 Senior Priest in Residence  

Deacon Chuck Koesterer  
 chuck@stjames-liberty.org 

Katie Klassen, Finance/ Bookkeeper ............. x220 
 Katie@stjames-liberty.org 

Jim Newell, Operations Manager ................... x204 
 jim.newell@stjames-liberty.org 

Danny Baker, Dir of Liturgy and Music Ministry 
 danny@stjames-liberty.org ...................... x207 

Lori Tajchman, Dir of Religious Ed Ministry 
      lori.tajchman@stjames-liberty.org  ............ x208  

Denise Whelan, Dir of Youth Ministry ............. x210  
 denise.whelan@stjames-liberty.org  

Sandy Gagnon, Dir of Christian Initiation Ministry 
        sandy.gagnon@stjames-liberty.org .......... x206 

Jennifer Smith, School Principal .................... x213 
 jennifer.smith@stjames-school.org 

Daryl Ann Sweetland, Office Manager ......... x200 
 daryl.sweetland@stjames-liberty.org 

Kirsten Maggi, Office Assistant  ..................... x202  
 kirsten.maggi@stjames-liberty.org 

Judy Keisling, Bulletin Editor/Website .......... x205 
 bulletin@stjames-liberty.org 

Cecilia Richardson, Pastoral Associate 
 cecilia@stjames-liberty.org ...................... x203 

Pastoral Council:  
Julie Harman, Chair 
 julieharman@remax.net 810-4888 
Louis Angles  
 langles57@gmail.com 377-2884  
Arsenio "RC" Arciga 
 Mylibertyspark@yahoo.com 898-3614 
Dan Bacon 
 bacon.dan324@gmail.com       589-7958 
Steve Gregoire 
 sgregoire@ntst.com 916-2034 
Libby Hernandez 
 libbyannehernandez@gmail.com  877-6181 
Hugo Mendoza 
 kchugomendoza@gmail.com  913-278-9113 
Marla Neal 
  3mneal@gmail.com 500-9532 
Kevin Nordhues 
  knordhuesclan@aol.com 718-2820 
Patrick Schaub 
 patrickcschaub@gmail.com 876-6771 

Our Pastoral Team 
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We, the community of St. James, are a prayerful and                 
Eucharistic people who treasure our Catholic traditions. 

We strive to grow in our faith by being good stewards of the 
gifts God has given us; sharing God’s truth with all.  

As the Body of Christ, we are called to love and serve every-
one, especially the marginalized, with joy and hospitality. 

Mission Statement 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse 
in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect 
sexual abuse:   

1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is 
 currently under the age of 18), and 
2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected                 
sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe 
Crayon, at 816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if the abuse involves a 
priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.  

 The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources 
to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact the Victim Advocate, 
Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 or chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more 
information.  

Do You Know?   
PART TIME HANDYMAN NEEDED 

We have an immediate part time opening (20 hours)  for a 
reliable Handyman to assist our maintenance team at St. 
James School and Church. 

Applicants should have some skills in light electrical, 
plumbing, painting, etc., be knowledgeable in perform-
ing preventive maintenance tasks on a regular basis 
and be able to occasionally help move tables, miscella-
neous material and ladders. 

If interested, please call Jim Newell at 816-289-7994, or, 
email Jim at jim.newell@stjames-liberty.org.  

Must be able to pass a background check to work on 
the Church/School staff. 

Jim Newell, Operations ManagerJim Newell, Operations ManagerJim Newell, Operations Manager   

LUNCHTIME RECITAL SERIES  
 Final Thursday 

The Lunchtime Recital on August 20 is the last of the 
series for the summer.  

Thanks to everyone who have attended the perform-
ances, either in the church or on-line from home, that 
began in mid-June. And a big round of applause goes to 
the musicians from St. James and across the Kansas 
City area who shared their amazing talent with us.   

And finally, many thanks to Danny Baker, our Director of 
Music Ministry, who created and organized this series. 

mailto:Singwithmisslori@gmail.com
mailto:gene.gagnon@gmail.com
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Sacrament of Reconciliation:  
Sat 4pm until finished; any time requested. 
Sacrament of Baptism:  
Baptismal Preparation Classes: Once a month 
Contact Kirsten Maggi in the parish office, ext. 202 or 
kirsten.maggi@stjames-liberty.org  
Religious Education: For Preschool through adult  
spiritual development, please notify office of needs. 
New Parishioners: Please register at the parish office.  

                        We Welcome You! 

 St. James School: PS-8th grade offered. 
Call the School Office, to inquire, 781-4428 

Sacrament of Marriage: 9 months advance notice 

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the parish office. 

To Schedule an event in our Parish Facility:  

email daryl.sweetland@stjames-liberty.org  

or call Daryl in the Parish Office. 

All Bulletin articles must be submitted by Monday 
12Noon to: bulletin@stjames-liberty.org  

Contact Info 

Mass Intentions From the Pastor’s Pen 
This Saturday, August 15, our universal Church family honored 

the Blessed Virgin Mary as we celebrated the feast of the As-

sumption of Mary. Ordinarily, it would be a holy day of obligation, 

but since this year the feast falls on a Saturday, the obligation 

does not apply. That does not mean that we ignore the feast and 

its meaning. 

So what is the meaning of this feast? The teaching is that Mary, 

upon her death, was taken bodily into the glory of heaven. Actu-

ally, this did not become a doctrine of the Church until 1950 when 

Pope Pius XII invoked papal infallibility in his apostolic constitu-

tion, “Munificentissimus Deus,” in which he stated: “We proclaim 

and define it to be a doctrine revealed by God that that immacu-

late Mother of God, Mary ever-virgin, when the course of her 

earthly life was finished, was taken up body and soul into the 

glory of heaven.” 

This does not mean that the doctrine did not exist until 1950.    

Already in the 4th century we can read about discussions and 

writings held about Mary’s immortality. The belief was known as 

the “Dormition of Mary,” that means Mary “fell asleep.” A tradition 

states that “Mary died in the presence of the Apostles, but that 

when her tomb was opened it was found empty; whereupon the 

apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven.” The 

question of whether or not whether Mary actually underwent 

physical death remains open in the Catholic view. Some theologi-

ans believe that it would not be fitting for the body of Mary to 

undergo any kind of decay. 

Many pilgrims who go to the Holy Land would want to visit the 

Church of the Dormition in Jerusalem.  It is also known as the 

“Abbey of the Dormition, that word “dormation” meaning “falling 

asleep.” Tradition associates this as the spot of Mary’s last day 

on earth. There is another site in Jerusalem called “The Tomb of 

Mary,” believed to be the place of her final rest. 

We honor Mary as the faithful disciple of Jesus who has gone 

before us to receive heavenly glory. We look to her to be our 

intercessor. 

My prayers are with you each day.  

Fr. Michael 

Week of August 17 - August 23 

Monday   
  7:00am  Jovita Preza 

Note Mass time change for August 17 

Tuesday    
 8:15am   Gentry Thomason                  
     Special Intention   

Wednesday    
 8:15am  Martin Price 

Thursday      St. Bernard  
   8:15am   Ann Marie Price and 
     Children 

Friday St. Pius X  
   8:15am       Ann Marie Price and 
 Children 

Saturday  Queenship of Mary  
    5:00pm  Sylvester Gunther 

Sunday   
   8:00am        Eric and Allison Heiman 

 10:30am  Tom Balk 

Daily Mass Time Change 
For Monday, August 17 Only 

Please note that the time for the Daily 
Mass on August 17 has been changed 
to 7:00am.   

This one-day change has been made 
as a Convocation Mass, celebrated by 
Bishop Johnston, is being held at 
9:00am for members of the St. James 
faculty and staff. The Mass will be live-
streamed on Facebook. 
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One of the daily Mass readings the last week of August 
was from the prophet Jeremiah.  In this passage, the 
prophet is instructed to go to the potter’s house and await 
instructions. Waiting and watching the potter work the 
clay, Jeremiah is struck by the artisan’s persistence.  Ob-
jects that appeared inferior to the potter were simply re-
worked, until the potter was pleased with his creation.  
Then the Lord spoke to Jeremiah: “Can I not do to you ... 
as this potter has done? Indeed like clay in the hand of the 
potter, so are you in my hand” (Jer 18:8). 

Since I was first introduced to this scripture passage, I 
have thought about the words many times especially as a 
teenager and now as a senior adult. How is God molding 
me? What is He calling me to do? Does God remove my 
flaws or do they remain part of His creation? I wish I had 
the answers. Sometimes I wonder where or what is He 
calling me to do; is it not too late to make alterations or 
radical change? 

I believe the process is slow and perhaps never complete 
until such time as I may become “one in the Lord.” A few 
of you may have heard the following statement (or one 
very similar to it) from my late husband Gene: “This earthly 
body of mine is just a clay pot that has started cracking 
with age and the wear and tear of living as a sinful human 
being. Death is when my soul is finally free from this pot 
and is transformed by God into my glorified body in Christ.”  
Many of you knew Sr. Vicki Eques, MMB, who expressed 
a similar idea when she told me that heaven is when we 
are fully, reunited with God. 

Looking at a Bible commentary relating to this passage 
from Jeremiah I found that “the lesson of the potter is not 
that God deals arbitrarily with His people (the nation Israel), 
but that He is almighty to destroy or restore, accordingly 
as they disobey Him or fulfill His plans.” This interpreta-
tion, seems somewhat heartless, however, it reminded me 
of Matthew 25:31-46. Each of us will be judged by our 
actions, how we treat or fail to treat our brothers and sis-
ters, especially those on the fringes of society. In putting 
these two readings together, I am lead to conclude that 
while God continues to form me, like a potter with clay, I 
myself must chose the path to follow, one lead by Jesus, 
or one lead by my ego full of selfish, self-centered desires 
and fears. God always gives me a choice. Like every 
good parent He leads with love but do I chose to follow in 
love? 

Your Sister in Christ,  Sandy Gagnon 

Someone is Watching and Wondering  

The annual Holy Smoke BBQ contest 
is back. While this year’s event will 
look a little different because of the 
pandemic, we have a great line-up of 
entertainment, food vendors, a Beer 

Garden and 15 teams in the BBQ contest.   

Family Night Family Night Family Night ---   Friday, Aug. 28 Friday, Aug. 28 Friday, Aug. 28 ---   Begins at 5:00PM Begins at 5:00PM Begins at 5:00PM 
Bring the family, have a picnic and listen to live musicBring the family, have a picnic and listen to live musicBring the family, have a picnic and listen to live music. 

5:00 PM - St James Band  

5:30 PM - The Ukuladies 

6:15 PM - Generation Z 

7:00 PM   5 Star Jazz Band 

8:30 PM   Damien Gunn Band 

We’re excited to have our own Knights of Columbus 
Pulled Pork as our BBQ vendor. Other food vendors 
will be Andy’s Macaroni Truck, Monk’s Roast Beef, 
and Kona Ice.  

The Landing is sponsoring the Beer Garden where  
buying a $20 bracelet will buy unlimited drinks.  

Bring a lawn chair and/or blanket for yourself and 
your family and enjoy this special parish event!  

Extra social distancing measures will be taken. 
Please wear a mask when gathering. 

BBQ Contest/Color Run BBQ Contest/Color Run BBQ Contest/Color Run ---   Saturday, August 29 Saturday, August 29 Saturday, August 29    

BBQ Contest Continues                                                       
8:00 - 10:00 AM Color Run                                                     

BBQ Contest Judging 

Whether you come out to cheer on one of our BBQ 
teams, enjoy the entertainment, eat great food, or 

just enjoy some late summer fun and fellowship, we 
look forward to seeing you at this year’s event! 

 The health and safety of our teams, guests, com-
munity members, and volunteers is our top priority.  

For more information check out our website at 
www.holysmokebbqcontest.com  
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We Pray to our Lord Jesus for healing  
Nikki 

Ron Shinkle 
Pat Vertovec 
Michael Ruiz 

Jolynn Distasio 
Kathy Peters 

Helen 
Pete Gardner 
Dan Habiger 

George Katzer 
Mauricia O'Brien  

Carol O'Brien  
Janet Ward & Jeff 

Julie Miller 
James Filippe 
Alicia  Paredes 

Mike Mall 
Bob Pezlman 

Jack & Sue Schwarz 
George Polsdofer 

Patty Larson 
Denise W. 

David Roach 
Marina 

James Gubera 
Tina Helm 

Hazel Lewis 
Dan Tomc 

Laurie Beach 
Rachel Johnson 
Wanda Finnigan 
Geralyn Hosticka 

Beth Atwater 
David Butel & Family 

Eric Cummings 
Ciara Davis 

Pat Neibergall-Timm 
Brian Akers 

Janice Brimer 
Audria Martin 
Jose Torres 
Erma Brecht 

Dan & Bibi Chadwick 
Pat Aten 

John Vrocato 
John Barrington 
Donnie Smith 

Eddie & Teresa Rogers 
Philip Pernice 

Don Taylor 
Leo Oberfoel  
Kai Bennett 
Nick Peters 

Dwain Jones 
Joanna Mooney 

Desmond Arciga-Quenga 
Colette 

Kathleen Amos 
Frances Parker 
Michelle Bacus 

Gabrielle 
Brian Glaser 
Baby Brooke 
Anna Kain 

Mark Schweitzer 
Jennifer Goens 

Lucy Arthur 
Fr. Joe Miller 
Bill Kirwan 

Jamie Martin 
Stivers Family 
Deacon Bud  

Jackson Erwin 
Pat Carey & Family 

Gavin McKenna 
James Fulton 

Helen Szczech                 
Angie Parnacott 
Eddie Campbell 

Joe Witherow, Jr. 
Ricky Gisi, Jr. 
Adam McCray 

 Melissa Andrasik 
Randi Arness 

Tom Biggs 
Diana Marchisio 

Wilfredo Crespo, Jr. 
Sandra Hensley 

Rachelle Pomfrey 
Ron & Peggy Pettz 

Paul Gossett 
Julie Rush 

John & Susan-Kelly Corsione 
Tony & Jo’s Family 
Colleen Kearney 

Walter Ruby 
Lynn & Monica Nelson 

Ricky Deese 
Michael Amos 
Alice Hosticka 
Hannah Taylor 
Carol Rakoczy 

Ellen Wentz 
Rodriguez Family 

Ralph & Jan Peters 
Scott Neibergall 
Bob Leonardo 

Margo Eastland 
 Adalina Simmons 

Margie Myers 
Jean and Richard Jackson 

Steve Decker 
Linda Smith 

Pamela & James Anderson 
Travis Shay 

Barbara Meigs 
Tony and Tet So 

Travis & Sarah Shay 
Julie Sildeck 
Stan Carver 

The Curiel Family 
Reba & Debra Sutlief 

Alice Rusch 
Hanna Carver 

Monica Barrington 
Anna Jackson 

Kari & Jesse Rainey 
Louise Andrasik 
 Barbara Fortier 
Barb Schwery 

Nichole Stewart 
Doug Schuster 

Adolph Barringhaus 
Kelly Gentrup 
Denny Farrell 
Nancy Carr 

The Hollomon Family 
 Trivino Family 

 Jacke & Enike Hayes 
Jeanette and Roberta Casel 

Catherine Finley 
Loren Wolken 
 Carla George 
Sue McKnight 
Kyle Sellmeyer 

 Margarita Mendoza Family 
Bob Hedrick 

Marie Brancato 
Rich Curasi 

Tricia Kauffman 
Bob Roach 

John Brocato 
Barbara (Roach) Still 

Debbie Pickett 
Kathleen Haines 

John Phannenstiel 
Mike Sheeley  
Rick George 

 Saree Morely 
 Christy Mock 
John Findlay 

Duane Sander 
 Mattie Mae Weaver 

Troy Cronkite 
June Bender 

 Matt Biskup Family 
Kim Lackey 
Pam Fink 

John Nausea 
Bill Roach, Jr. 

Jacob & Dana Lansford 
Roberta McCallum 

Keith Newman 
Gary Andrew Reese 

Emma Shay 
Joseph Greenwald 

Sam Porter 
Mary Alice Worth       
Amy Villarreal 

Lori & Sam Dale 
Mary Kaye Masnado   

Louie & Carole Bussjaeger  
John Amaro 

Randy Baumert 
Jackie Plack Pelling 

 Kennedy Noel Holcumbrink 

Rita Lowe / Megan 
Tony V. Sr.  

Deric DeMasi 
 Sarah Rupp 
 Chris Alvey 

Carol Yeager Laplant 
Patrick O’Neill 

 John McMahon 
 Eddie Ansalmo 
Les VanBibber 
 Maria Giannelli 

   Kenadee Gallagher  
Shawn Adkins 

Jason Robinson  
Leah Biskup Coady  
Olivia Hernandez 

Darleen Farnan Kenny  
 Laura Ann DiGiovanna  

Robert Doleshal  
Jersey & James Hicks 

Please notify us to remove your name 
from our prayer lists when it is time.  

In respect of HIPAA we will add names           
to the prayer list only by request of the 

person or immediate family. 

Birthdays this week: Today we celebrate all               
that you with God’s help, have accomplished. 

Daniel Bacon 
Jacqueline Bergeron 
Annette Cedarholm 
Jacob Fullinwider 
Tracy Helin 
Sarah Latham 
Chloe Monzon 
A. Schroering 
Nyle Shannon 
Richard Spencer 
Roger Arthur 
Sarah Buckmiller 
Ashlee Chavez 
 Medina 
Olivia Coultis 
Olivia DeFerraris 
Victoria DeFerraris 
Lawrence Donnici 
Michelle Forgues 
Christopher Gabriel 
Mitchell Hansen 
Robert Hatch 
Jeanne Keck 
Scott Kollasch 
Jefftrey Laird 
Blake Lamb 
Carl Schoenrock 
Kyle Starke 
Maggie Stipanovich 
Julia Alsobrook 
Sophia Buchholz 
Audrey Durington 
Emilee Fernandez 
Brian Flanigan 
Caitlyn Fuller 
Maria Garcia 
Ainsley Gardner 
Abigail Hedges 
Tammy Kempf 

Jesus Morales 
Isaac Saye 
Christopher Schoen 
Edgar Villa 
Gail Bissell 
Diane Burgeson 
Angela Burton 
Catherine Crabtree 
Daniel Eddy 
Patricia Evans 
Maria Garcia 
Julia Green 
Harper Grosdidier 
Trey Katzer 
Addison Langhorst 
Pam McCoy 
Amber Mears 
Mary Kay Mejia 
Teagan Peters 
Ryan Pittman 
Nicholas Ramirez 
Roxanne Richardson 
Harlee Seiler 
Nicholas Steinkamp 
Nhung Trieu 
Dolores Ward 
Eryn Westhues 
Debra Ahern 
Lori Auman 
Kaithly Banales 
Sharon Benson 
Christina Boeckman 
Paige Bundy 
Cherribel Campos 
Michael Filardo 
Craig Grote 
Sam Panettiere 
Lucas Ray 
Noah Roberts 

Joseph Rushay 
Erin Smith 
Douglas Stewart 
Nicolas Branham 
Tracy Chester 
Craig Deaver 
Tamy Gallagher 
Tricia Hays 
Alice Jones 
Karen Mathes 
Allison Otte 
Michelle Russo 
Porter Spencer 
Michael Blackmore 
Benjamin Gatson 
Chloe Grothaus 
Emmanuel Monzon 
James Nauser 
Leo Oberfoell 
Mary Parks 
Brooke Patterson 
Sharon Phillips 
Paron Schwartz 
Michael Sharkey 
Damian Villa 
Isha Yap 
Mark Asbury 
Laura Babbitt 
Barbara Bindel 
Connor George 
Blakely Grosdidier 
Lex Haskins 
Jennifer Herrera 
Sandra Kromeich 
Moira Olberding 
Raymond Rolling 
Patrick Schaub 
Hannah Stiens 
Melanie Ulrich 

Coping With Life Alone - Peer-to-Peer Grief Support                                   
Now Available Online 

"Coping with Life Alone®" is a Beginning Ex-
perience® grief support program that meets 
each week for 8 weeks. The program helps 
those who have lost a love relationship due to 

death, divorce or separation, move through the experi-
ence of grief and loss into a future with renewed hope. 

Upcoming program dates: 

Saturdays, September 12th through October 31st, 
from 1:00 to 3:00pm.  

This session will be held online using Zoom.            

Contact Donna at (816-305-3760), for more informa-
tion and required registration by September 1st. 
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Religious Education and Faith SharingReligious Education and Faith SharingReligious Education and Faith Sharing   
Ready for something new and stress-free? Our Religious Education and Faith Sharing programs 
have combined forces to become our Courageously Catholic program, and this year we will be 
offering family events for Preschool through 9th grades, with their parents (or grandparents). This 
is a 3-part offering. 

 Monthly Family Faith Gatherings where we will explore a Catholic faith topic through  creative 
and stimulating means.  

 Monthly Being Catholic Events where we will delve into elements of our Catholic faith, such as 
the Rosary, Adoration, and Saints. 

 Weekly lessons to be presented by the parents, at home, that focus on the weekly Gospel. 

Questions? Contact Lori Tajchman (Director of Religious Education) or Denise Whelan (Director of Youth Ministry) 

Register Now For Our Youth Programs 

Sacrament Prep for First Reconciliation                      Sacrament Prep for First Reconciliation                      Sacrament Prep for First Reconciliation                      
and First Communionand First Communionand First Communion   

Children in 2nd grade (or older) can prepare to 
receive the Sacraments of First Reconciliation 
and First Communion. .  

This year we will be using the Blessed curricu-
lum, which will be presented at home by the 

parents and includes Dynamic Catholic’s awesome 
weekly video presentations.  

Direct questions to Lori Tajchman. 

Sacrament of ConfirmationSacrament of ConfirmationSacrament of Confirmation   

Confirmation prep is open to anyone 
9th-12th grade. the sacrament.  

Because of the pandemic classes 
will look different this year. We will 
use a hybrid online and in person 
model, meeting once a month in 
person and once a month over 
zoom.   

Contact Denise Whelan if questions.   

'Prayer, Bible Stories & Jamming'! 'Prayer, Bible Stories & Jamming'! 'Prayer, Bible Stories & Jamming'!    

Sadly, in our current state of pandemic, 
it is not possible to safely offer our 
PB&J program. This decision will be 
under constant re-evaluation, and we 
hope to be able to offer classes again 

later in the school year.  

Want to be the first to know when enrollment re-
sumes? Contact Lori Tajchman to be put on the 
(literally) waiting list.  

More Youth Program                                                                More Youth Program                                                                More Youth Program                                                                

Information and                       Information and                       Information and                       

Registration Forms                                                  Registration Forms                                                  Registration Forms                                                  

are on Our Websiteare on Our Websiteare on Our Website   
   www.stjameswww.stjameswww.stjames---liberty.org liberty.org liberty.org 

and the St. James                  and the St. James                  and the St. James                  

Facebook pageFacebook pageFacebook page   
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